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Would you like to help shape bereavement care and 
palliative care workforce development in Tasmania?  

You can do this by contributing to two important BAPC 
projects: 

 Bereavement care networks 

 Communities of care: Developing Tasmania’s 
palliative care workforce 

In this edition we also bring you updates about our 
palliative care survey of THS community nurses and 
the implementation of iPM into Tasmanian’s three 
specialist palliative care services. 

Bereavement Care Networks 
Commencing in March 2016, the BAPC program will be 
appointing consultants to support the establishment 
of regional bereavement care networks and the 
development of bereavement care practice standards 
to underpin the delivery of bereavement care in 
Tasmania.  

These initiatives are being implemented in response to 
the findings of a review of bereavement care and 
supports undertaken by the BAPC team in 2015 and 
which are outlined in a paper titled Bereavement Care in 
Tasmania: Current Status and Future Directions 
www.dhhs.tas.gov.au/palliativecare/better_access_to_
palliative_care_project/project_activities. 

Bereavement Care Networks will be established in 
each region of the state to: 

 Facilitate co-ordination and partnerships in the 
delivery of bereavement care and supports 

 Provide mutual learning and professional 
development opportunities 

 Raise the profile and awareness of bereavement care and 
supports in each region 

 Contribute to the development and implementation of 
bereavement care standards. 

If you would like to be involved or would like more information, 
please contact Flora (Evelyn) Dean on 6777 2984 or email 
evelyn.dean@dhhs.tas.gov.au  

Communities of Care: Developing 
Tasmania’s Palliative Care workforce 
DHHS’ Better Access to Palliative Care Project team is working 
to create a workforce development strategy for palliative care 
in Tasmania.  DHHS has engaged KPMG to develop the 
Strategy. 

The Strategy is being developed to: 

 provide a strategic direction for the development of the 
palliative care workforce in Tasmania including the 
identification of priority areas for action; 

 build the capacity of communities of care to deliver 
palliative care and the uptake of the palliative approach; 

 build a sustainable palliative care workforce (palliative 
communities of care) into the future by embracing 
innovative and self-sustaining approaches to workforce 
development; and 

 strengthen the coordination and collaboration of palliative 
care networks and linkages. 

Consultation will be occurring during February and early 
March.   We will be looking to engage with a range of different 
stakeholders through a variety of methods to understand the 
workforce’s needs. 

The views and experiences of all those involved in providing 
palliative care are important to the Strategy’s development.  
There are two key ways that you can contribute to the 
Strategy’s development. 

Online Survey 
An online survey will be circulated direct to stakeholders and a 
link will be available on the Better Access to Palliative Care 
project website. 
www.dhhs.tas.gov.au/palliativecare/better_access_to_palliative_care
_project 
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Regional Forums 
Regional forums are being held across the state.  

1. North 22 February, 2016 12.00pm – 2.30pm Tailrace 
Centre Riverside, Waterfront Drive, Riverside 

2. South 24 February. 2016 2.00pm – 4.00pm Hobart 
Function & Conference Centre, 1 Elizabeth Street, Hobart 

3. North-West 3 March, 2016 1.00pm – 3.30 pm Burnie Arts 
& Function Centre, 77/79 Wilmot Street, Burnie 

 
If you would like to participate in any of these forums please 
register your interest with Anne Schaefer from KPMG by 
emailing aschaefer1@kpmg.com.au or calling 08 8236 3257. 

Community nursing and palliative care    
Throughout the Better Access to Palliative Care project 
considerable feedback has been received about the role of 
community nursing in meeting palliative care needs. However 
current data collections systems do not reflect this 
contribution and as a result it difficult to demonstrate the 
impact of community nursing in the area of community 
palliative care and to plan for service enhancements. 

To enable a baseline estimate, BAPC has conducted a series 
of snapshot surveys, surveying THS community nurses 
across the state over three separate occasions.  The surveys 
were conducted for 7 day periods in November, December and 
February. 

The results of this survey will enable us to draw some 
conclusions about the quantity of palliative care provided by 
community nursing services and the importance of this 
contribution for primary care. 

The snapshot report is available at: 
www.dhhs.tas.gov.au/palliativecare/better_access_to_palliative_care
_project.   

For more information contact Loren Taylor, Senior Project 
Officer on 6777 2999 or email: loren.taylor@dhhs.tas.gov.au 

BAPC iPM Specialist Palliative Care Service 
and Community projects 
The BAPC – iPM project for Tasmania’s Specialist Palliative 
Care Service went live state wide on 9th November 2015.  
The uptake of the system has been very encouraging and 
staff are learning and taking full advantage of the system to 
support their service delivery.  

The teams are now contributing to, and consuming 
information related to the patient journey across both the 
acute and community to best plan and coordinate services 
for their clients.  This project has now been completed and 
officially handed over to the THS.    

The BAPC project team extends its sincerest thanks to SPCS 
staff and all others involved for their support, commitment 
and enthusiasm.   

The BAPC iPM team is now working towards rollout of iPM 
within a number of other THS community services, including 
Community Continence, Community Options and Day 
Centres.  Assessments will also be made about the 
appropriateness of expansion to other areas including 
community allied health clinics. 

For more information, contact Damian Baker on 6166 1094 
or email damian.baker@ths.tas.gov.au. 
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